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Parish Bulletin for November 29, 2020First Week of Advent

“No ear has ever heard, nor eye ever seen, any God but you
doing such deeds for those who wait for him. ”

Isaiah 64:3  



Pastor: Rev. Sergio Romo
FrSergio@standrew.org

Associate Pastor: Rev. Silvanus Kidaha
FrSilvanus@standrew.org

Pastor Emeritus: Rev. John Farry
Pastoral Associate: David Heimann

David@standrew.org
Deacon: Falasiko Matovu
Deacon: Mark Purdome

Mark@standrew.org
Deacon: Eric Sorensen

Eric@standrew.org
Business Manager: Esperanza Benavides

Essie@standrew.org
Fundraising/Development: Julie Richards

Julie@standrew.org
Pastoral Ministry Assistant: Megan Daigle

Megan@standrew.org

Parish Staff

Contacting Parish Staff:
All Saint Andrew Parish buildings are closed to the public. 

Meanwhile, the parish staff is working remotely with periodic check-ins. If 
you need to make contact with the parish staff, please call 773-525-3016 
and leave a message.  Someone on staff will check voicemails every half 
hour from M-F 8:00am to 8:00pm and on Saturday and Sunday from 
8:00am to 2:00pm. 

Parish Information 
If you need to make 
contact with the parish 
staff, please call 773-
255-3016 and leave a 
message. 

Office Manager: Christina O’Malley
Chris@standrew.org

Receptionists: Veronica Salazar, Terry Ryan, 
Christine Chua
Engineer: Alfred Benkiser
Resident Priest: Rev. Arlin Jean Louis
Contact Parish staff by phone at 773-525-3016

School Administration
Principal: Allen Ackermann

allenackermann@gosaintandrew.com
Assistant Principal: Sarah Casavechia

sarahcasavechia@gosaintandrew.com
Reception: Trini Mahadeo

trinidadmahadeo@gosaintandrew.com
Admissions: Anne Japsen

annejapsen@gosaintandrew.com
Contact School Administration by phone at 773-248-2500
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Saint Andrew is blessed to still have several opportunities for 
parishioners to worship God during the pandemic. We offer
Sunday Mass at 9:00am to those who make a reservation at  
http://www.standrew.org/mass-reservations/ You can also pray 
at home with your family using the “Your Sunday Connection” and 
watch the live stream or the recording of Sunday Mass at 
www.standrew.org/sundaymass

Come Worship with Us

Last week the parish published the annual report and financial statement 
summary for the parish in the fiscal year ending 2019-20. The report is still 
available online and a more detailed report has been added online. Visit 
http://www.standrew.org/give/2020-annual-report/ to read the full report.

Annual Report 2019-20

mailto:David@standrew.org
http://www.standrew.org/mass-reservations/
http://www.standrew.org/sundaymass
http://www.standrew.org/give/2020-annual-report/


Pastoral Letter by Megan Daigle, Pastoral Ministry Assistant

“In a year that has 
felt like one long 
day after another, 
it’s no wonder we 
are longing for 
something to look 
forward to. ”
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Dear Parish Family, 

My father’s birthday is in the second week of December, and although we 

never really made a big deal out of it (“I don’t need gifts!”) his birthday 

marked a very special moment - it was time to buy our Christmas tree. 

Always live, sometimes lopsided, but fragrant and full of needles. My parents 

stick to this tradition of getting the tree on or just after Dad’s birthday. 

Apparently it is the perfect timing for the tree to last all the way through 

Christmas and until Epiphany. 

But I have a confession to make. My husband talked me into buying a fake

tree this year. (The 50% off helped.) And… we already put it up. In fact, we 

put it up about a week ago… before Thanksgiving! 

We’re not the only ones. I have seen many friends posting pictures of their 

early Christmas decorations with a line that reads something to the effect of: 

“Don’t judge! It makes me happy!” 

Although we acknowledge a sharp distinction between the seasons of 

Advent and Christmas, there is an undeniable joy that comes with 

anticipating December 25. Today, the first Sunday of Advent, we hear Jesus 

say, “Be watchful! Be alert!” (Mark 13:33). In a year that has felt like one long 

day after another, it’s no wonder we are longing for something to look 

forward to. So it’s energizing to hear someone say, “Wake up! Something 

great is coming!”

Give yourself and your tinsel-happy friends a break this year - consider that 

when we set up those light displays, wreaths, and stocking hangers, we are 

not starting Christmas early. Instead, we are preparing our homes with great 

eagerness and joy for the coming of Jesus. Save the tree topper or that really 

big bow for Christmas Eve, to mark the end of our waiting. In the meantime, 

be as joyful as you’d like. Go ahead. Put up that tree! 

But maybe… don’t tell my dad?

Cheerfully in Christ,

Megan



The Saint Andrew Advent Speaker Series will be held virtually 
and starts the first week of December!  Parishioners are 
encouraged to be part of one, two, or three of these events. 
They will take place online, via Zoom, and are free of charge, but 
participants must register. Goto www.standrew.org/Christmas2020

to sign up for one or more of the following sessions. 

Meet Jesus – Virtual Pilgrimage to 

Bethlehem.

Wednesday, December 2, 2020, 7:00pm to 8:30pm via Zoom 
call. Take a virtual pilgrimage led by bible scholar and veteran of 
Holy Land Pilgrimages, Sr. Sallie Latkovich, CSJ. She will be 
offering a personal tour of the places where Jesus was born and 
guiding participants in a reflection about the meaning of 
Christmas during the pandemic. Register by at 
www.standrew.org/Christmas2020

See Jesus – How Do We Image Christ?

Tuesday, December 8, 2020, 7:00pm to 8:30pm via Zoom call.
The aftermath of shootings against unarmed persons of color 
this past summer has led to greater recognition of the role 
implicit bias plays in our lives. This effects how artist image 
Christ and how viewer interpret sacred art. Take a visual journey 
through discovering who Christ is and how he has been 
portraited. Presented by Fr. Sergio Romo. Register by 
completing the form below.

Praise Jesus – Lessons in Carols.

Monday, December 14, 2020, 7:00pm to 8:30pm via Zoom call.
We give praise to the newborn Jesus through the Christmas 
Carols we sing. Take a moment to learn more about the history 
of some famous Christmas Carols and sing along (from at 
home). This final evening in our Advent Speaker series will 
prepare participants for singing during our “Come to the 
Manger” and ultimately Christmas. Presented by Megan Daigle 
and parish musicians.
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Advent Speaker Series

http://www.standrew.org/Christmas2020
http://www.standrew.org/Christmas2020


Tuesday, December 8, 2020 is the Feast of the Immaculate 
Conception, the patron saint of the United States of America.

With the dispensation of the Archbishop for the pandemic still 
in effect, the Mass is not a holy day of obligation this year. 

Mass will be celebrated in the main church at 8:45am but only 
for the students of Saint Andrew school.  

We encourage others to participate in the Mass by watching 
the live stream which can be found at 
https://youtu.be/wYMd2kS_hdk. 
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The pandemic has been tough on restaurants in Chicago which 

has effected a number of parishioners who own restaurants.

To give them a boost, parishioners are asked to patronize some 

of these restaurants. Each week one restaurant is selected and 

often times they have responded by giving Saint Andrew 

Parishioners special deals.

Up next is Cozy Noodles on Monday, November 30, 2020.

See the full list at http://www.standrew.org/post/parishioner-

owned-restaurants/

Support Parishioner Owned Restaurants

Christmas Vacation Bible School 

Feast of the Immaculate Conception

Make sure your child hears the story of Christmas this year in a 

fun and dynamic way!

The Light of the World Vacation Bible school will be a virtual 

program for children (open to all but targeted for children grade K-

4) held on December 21, 22, & 23 at 9:00am via Zoom call. Every 

morning children will pray, dance, sing, learn about the story of 

Christmas, and have crafts to prepare at home. 

Register by December 6, 2020 at www.standrew.org/vbs

Cost is $20 per family. 

Light of the World

Vacation Bible School

December 21-23, 2020

https://youtu.be/wYMd2kS_hdk
http://www.standrew.org/post/parishioner-owned-restaurants/
http://www.standrew.org/vbs


Learn at Home,
for Individuals & Families

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
TO READ & PRAY AT HOME

Masses will be said privately for the intentions listed below. 

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER

Sunday

29

First Reading

Second Reading

Gospel

Mass Intentions

Is 63: 16b-17, 19b 64: 2-7

1 Cor 1: 3-9

Mk 13: 33-37

Our departed Parishioners

Monday

30
First Reading

Gospel

Mass Intentions

Rom 10: 9-18

Mt 4: 18-22

Our departed Parishioners

Tuesday

December

01

First Reading

Gospel

Mass Intentions

Is 11: 1-10 

Lk 10: 21-24

Our departed Parishioners

Wednesday 

02
First Reading

Gospel

Mass Intentions

Is 25: 6-10a

Mt 15: 29-37

Our departed Parishioners

Thursday

03

First Reading

Gospel

Mass Intentions

Is 26: 1-6

Mt 7: 21, 24

Our departed Parishioners

Friday

04
First Reading

Gospel

Mass Intentions

Is 29: 17-24

Mt 9: 27-31

Our departed Parishioners

Sunday

06

First Reading

Second Reading

Gospel

Mass Intentions

Is 40: 1-5, 9-11

2 Pt 3: 8-14

Mk 1: 1-8

Our departed Parishioners

For daily readings, please visit www.usccb.org
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Call to Family, Community, and 

Participation

The Catholic social teaching of Family, Community and 

Participation fits well in the month of November. In the 

United States, we spend time preparing for and 

celebrating holidays which normally would bring our 

families together from miles away. 

In a special way we are called to reach beyond our family 

units to form a larger community, which the church has 

many names for - the Body of Christ, the People of God, 

Pilgrims on the Journey. For the sake of those we love as 

well as our local community, we are asked to limit our 

gatherings to much smaller numbers, and refrain from 

traveling in order to stop the spread of a virus that 

threatens the lives of so many vulnerable brothers and 

sisters. 

We recognize the importance of family as the building 

blocks of our relational skills. Our families are the place 

where we first learn to share and disagree, sacrifice for 

and love one another. Supporting families in different life 

stages is an responsibility of a parish community. 

Baptisms, marriages, funerals. We continue to celebrate 

these events carefully and with compassion for those 

whose lives are marked by joy and sorrow. 

Earlier this month, many of us were called to active 

participation in exercising our right to nominate and vote 

for representatives in government. In a year like no other, 

we may truly experience the feeling of community and 

family separation - whether it is by distance or 

disagreement. Let us take the time this month to 

remember our call to be one family of believers, which 

seeks reconciliation and union. 

http://usccb.org/bible/matthew/14:22


Page 7  - Saint Andrew Parish

PARISH FINANCIAL INFORMATION

October 2020 Offering

Envelopes Collection 5,656

Automated Giving 23,357

Loose Cash
365

Total Offertory     29,378

Monthly Budgeted Expenses 38,500

Annual Catholic Appeal

2020 Goal 34,114              

Amount Pledged 71,692               

Amount Paid 55,825

Balance Due 15,867

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN

Enrich – Expand - Grow

Income 1,705,490

Interest on Income 28,917

Total Income 1,734,407

Consulting Operating Expense 180,000

Archdiocesan  Contribution 196,800

Church Lighting (Actual) 250,517

Church Lighting (Consultant) 10,480

Church Windows (Actual)

School Addition (Actual)

156,520

17,030

Total Expense 811,347

Balance 922,460

PRAYER INTENTIONS

We would ask you to keep the following people and intentions in your prayers. 

For the health and wellbeing of all who are recovering from the effects of COVID-19 including the ill, the 
deceased, and those suffering job loss. 

That government leaders find the wisdom and strength to lead our country, states, and municipalities to 
overcome racial discrimination and injustice. 

For the repose of the souls of all the faithful departed including Sandra Burns, Loretta Ferenzi, Robert 
Ledvina, and Antonio Seranilla

If you would like us to keep a particular intention in the prayers of the parish, please submit your request 
to www.standrew.org/prayers You can also submit a request for the pastoral staff to light a candle in the 
church using this link. We will include your intentions in this bulletin when possible and the pastoral staff 
will personally pray for these intentions before the Blessed Sacrament. 

http://www.standrew.org/prayers


1710 W. Addison Street • Chicago • (773) 248-2500

Spirit. Study. Service.
Saint Andrew School is known for:

Come See What Educational 
Excellence Looks Like!

●Pre-School for 3 year olds
●Junior Kindergarten for 4 year olds
●Full day Kindergarten program
●Small class sizes
●A rigorous core curriculum tailored to each student
●Art, Music, Spanish, Technology and PE
●Catholic values for life: Spirit. Study. Service.
●Dedicated teachers who love children
●A strong athletic program
●Before + After school care
●A vibrant family community

Pre-school to 8th Grade
Virtual Admissions Sessions 

9 am

December 8th March 9th
January 12th April 13th
February 9th May 11th

Saint Andrew School
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