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Parish Bulletin for April 12, 2020Easter Sunday

“To Jesus all the prophets bear witness,
that everyone who believes in him will receive forgiveness 

of sins through his name.” Acts 10:43



Pastor: Rev. Sergio Romo
FrSergio@standrew.org

Associate Pastor: Rev. Silvanus Kidaha
FrSilvanus@standrew.org

Pastor Emeritus: Rev. John Farry
Pastoral Associate: David Heimann

David@standrew.org
Deacon: Eric Sorensen

Eric@standrew.org
Deacon : Mark Purdome

Mark@standrew.org
Business Manager: Esperanza Benavides

Essie@standrew.org
Fundraising/Development: Julie Richards

Julie@standrew.org
Pastoral Ministry Assistant: Megan Daigle

Megan@standrew.org

Parish Staff

Parish-wide Closures:
All Saint Andrew Parish buildings are closed to the public. During 
COVID-19 “stay in place” order, the parish staff is working remotely 
with periodic check-ins. If you need to make contact with the parish 
staff, please call 773-525-3016 and leave a message.  Someone on 
staff will check voicemails every half hour from M-F 8:00am to 
8:00pm and on Saturday and Sunday from 8:00am to 2:00pm. 

The Archdiocese of Chicago has instructed all parishes that there 
will not be public through at least April 30, 2020. Please visit our 
website at www.standrew.org for more information. 

Parish Information - COVID-19

If you need to make 
contact with the parish 
staff, please call 773-
255-3016 and leave a 
message. 

Office Manager: Christina O’Malley
Chris@standrew.org

Receptionists: Veronica Salazar, Terry Ryan, 
Christine Chua
Engineer: Alfred Benkiser
Resident Priest: Rev. Arlin Jean Louis
Contact Parish staff by phone at 773-525-3016

School Administration
Principal: Allen Ackermann

allenackermann@gosaintandrew.com
Assistant Principal: Sarah Casavechia

sarahcasavechia@gosaintandrew.com
Reception: Trini Mahadeo

trinidadmahadeo@gosaintandrew.com
Admissions: Anne Japsen

annejapsen@gosaintandrew.com
Contact School Administration by phone at 773-248-2500
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Send Your Photo for our Easter Mosaic
Coming together on Easter as a parish community is one of our most
cherished gifts. Many will remember last year when we were able 
to take and post this photo showing everyone in the church together.

Without the ability to take a parish photo together, we’re asking for 
help to show all of the households of our parish community in a 
photo mosaic that will be stitched together in the weeks after Easter.

Here are two easy steps to participate:

1) Take a digital photo of your household on Easter.
2) Submit the photo through our website at www.standrew.org/easterphoto or email the photo to 

info@standrew.org

http://www.standrew.org
http://www.standrew.org/easterphoto
mailto:info@standrew.org


Dear Parishioner and Friend of Saint Andrew,

For most of us, our world has come to a halt. Concerns about the 
health and well-being of our loved ones fill us with anxiety and fear. 
Lack of knowledge about the COVID-19 virus accentuates feelings of 
powerlessness. Social distancing, and “stay at home” orders create 
isolation. Suspension of public liturgical celebrations, Holy Week and 
Easter Masses may cause us to wonder if we’re truly alone in this.

Jesus’ Passion, Death and Resurrection involves people who faced the 
same dynamics we do now. The disciples’ world came to a halt with 
the death of their friend. Mary experienced every mother’s worst 
nightmare, the health and well-being of her child compromised. Christ 
himself experienced the aloneness we now feel when on the cross he 
cried out “My God, my God, why have you abandoned me?”

Sadly, we are not together on Easter Sunday to hear the end of this 
story. Thankfully, we already know how it ends. The encounter of the 
Risen Christ brought relief, joy and renewed life to Mary and the 
disciples. As people of faith, we believe that through our own 
encounter of the Risen Christ, we too will experience the same relief, 
joy and renewed life once this pandemic is over.

Even though we have not been together at Sunday Masses, I have held 
you in my heart and in my prayers. Holy Week and Easter Sunday 
without a gathering of the Saint Andrew community will be a challenge 
for us all, including me. Our own experience of Easter will be late this 
year, but I truly believe it will come! Then we’ll do what we really do 
well as a parish. We’ll celebrate!

Yours in Christ,

Rev. Sergio Romo
Pastor

Pastoral Letter by Fr. Sergio Romo, Pastor

"As people of faith, we 
believe that through our 
own encounter of the 
Risen Christ, we too 
will experience the 
same relief, joy and 
renewed life once this 
pandemic is over. "

Page 3  - Saint Andrew Parish



Learn at Home,
for Individuals & Families
The Paschal Candle

If you ever had the opportunity to attend the Easter 
Vigil mass, you witnessed one of the most 
spectacular liturgical celebrations of the Catholic 
church. It begins with the lighting of a fire outside, 
symbolizing the new life given to us in the 
Resurrection. The priest lights the Paschal Candle, 
and carries it into a dark church - as Christ 
overcomes death and disspells the night.

Let’s take a closer look at that Paschal Candle. It is 
made of pure beeswax, symbolizing the sinless 
nature of Christ. The wick represents Christ’s 
humanity, while the flame is his divine nature - body 
and soul, God made Man.

The priest inserts five star-shaped spikes into the 
candle, which each hold a grain of incense. The 
number five represents the five wounds of Christ, in 
his hands, feet, and side, while the incense reminds 
us of the aromatic spices used to prepare his body for 
the tomb.  Additionally, you will see the Greek letters 
Alpha and Omega, as Jesus is both the beginning 
and the end. The year is inscribed on our Paschal 
Candle, which is a sign of our continuing participation 
in this universal celebration.

We’ll mention one more detail: After the procession 
into the church, the Exsultet is sung.  It is the Easter 
Proclamation, and sets the story of Easter in the 
context of salvation history, praising God and making 
a solemn offering of our candle. A particular phrase 
may bring you joy and comfort this year, as we 
celebrate Easter in different places, united by the light 
of Christ...

But now we know the praises of this pillar,
which glowing fire ignites for God's honor,
a fire into many flames divided,
yet never dimmed by sharing of its light.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
TO READ & PRAY AT HOME

Masses will be said privately for the intentions listed below. 

APRIL
Saturday

Vigil

11
Sunday

12

First Readomg
Second Reading
Gospel

8::00pm

8:00 am

10:00 am

Acts 10:34a, 37-43

Col 3:1-4

Jn 20:1-9

Monday

13
First Reading

Gospel

Mass Intentions

Acts 2:14, 22-33

Mt 28:8-15

Our departed Parishioners

Tuesday

14
First Reading

Gospel

Mass Intentions

Acts 2:36-41

Jn 20:11-18

+Purificacion Hallera

Wednesday

15
First Reading

Gospel

Mass Intentions

Acts 3:1-10

Lk 24:13-35

+Petra Romo

+Cecilia Vinzons

Thursday

16
First Reading

Gospel

Mass Intentions

Acts 3:11-26

Lk 24:35-48

Our departed Parishioners

Friday

17
First Reading

Gospel

Mass Intentions

Acts 4:1-12

Jn 21:1-14

Our departed Parishioners

Saturday

18
Sunday

19

First Reading
Second Reading
Gospel

Mass Intentions

4:00pm

8:00am

10:00am

5:30 pm

Acts 2:42-47

1 Pt 1:3-9

Jn 20:19-31

+Elaine Lavetta, +Richard Soster, 
+Clarence Solar and
Jovenco and  Leuvina Jalvbuena -
Golden Wedding Anniversary

+Antonio Hallera

Our departed Parishioners

Our departed Parishioners

For daily readings, please visit www.usccb.org
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http://usccb.org/bible/readings/bible/acts/10:34
http://usccb.org/bible/readings/bible/Colossians/3:1
http://usccb.org/bible/readings/bible/john/20:1
http://usccb.org/bible/acts/2:14
http://usccb.org/bible/matthew/28:8
http://usccb.org/bible/acts/2:36
http://usccb.org/bible/john/20:11
http://usccb.org/bible/acts/3:1
http://usccb.org/bible/luke/24:13
http://usccb.org/bible/acts/3:11
http://usccb.org/bible/luke/24:35
http://usccb.org/bible/acts/4:1
http://usccb.org/bible/john/21:1
http://usccb.org/bible/acts/2:42
http://usccb.org/bible/1peter/1:3
http://usccb.org/bible/john/20:19


Easter is easily my favorite annual holiday both secularly and religiously. It 
has a way of inducing joy, but to be honest, I don’t know if I feel that same 
special joy this year. I read the scriptures of Christ’s Resurrection and I still 
feel cooped up in my own tomb during the “stay at home” order.

As an ardent advocate for the teachings and customs of the Catholic 
Church, I think we are better off to just admit that the celebration of liturgical 
events in the church in concert with our own personal experience can at 
times leave a flat dissonance. Sometimes we are feeling great, and yet the 
Church is singing Psalm 22 “O my God, I cry out by day, and you answer 
not; by night, and there is no relief for me.” Well that doesn’t match up very 
well. Other times we are feeling down, and the community is signing 
“Alleluia!” Another similar defeat.

The dissonance engendered by the disparity between the public and the 
personal deserves an explanation.

One of the things I appreciate about being Catholic is the liturgical calendar. 
During the course of a year, we cycle through the entire spectrum of human 
experience. Sometimes that lines up with how we are feeling and other times 
it doesn’t. The intention is to provide a sense of corporate worship as a 
bedrock to our own private worship. In corporate worship we fuel a larger 
voice that befits the total lived experience of the people of God. Our private 
worship is where we experience God on a personal level.

The best advice that I have received about corporate worship was given to 
me by a monk who once told me, “When we sing a psalm that is gloomy but I 
feel upbeat, I sing the gloom on behalf of someone in the Church who is 
feeling sad and may not be able to express it.” He went on to say, “When I’m 
feeling down, but the church sings a song of rejoicing, I sing along not to 
deny my feelings but to give thanks for those who are feeling joyful.” 
Corporate worship requires us to come out of ourselves and see a bigger 
picture. It invites us to a more dynamic social and religious maturity.

And for me, that is what I am experiencing this Easter. I grieve for the lives 
that are being lost due to COVID-19. A sense of urgency and concern 
rushes to me every time I discover another person whom I know that comes 
down with a sniffle or a cough. I’m scared. I’m not feeling relief from the 
familiar tropes of the season - the triumph over death by Christ. However, 
that is the song the church is singing. Should I just ignore my own feelings, 
shove them in a box and put on a happy face just because it is Easter?

I don’t think that is the answer, nor is it the intention of corporate worship. 
We have a liturgical calendar to provide for us a point of reference on the 
journey of our lives. We may not feel it just yet, but our lives are not meant 
for a perpetual “stay at home” order. Easter is a demarcation in our year 
which reminds us of where we are going, not necessarily where we are... 
and maybe that is what we need more than anything.
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“We have a 
liturgical calendar 
to provide for us a 
point of reference on 
the journey of our 
lives.”

Scripture Reflection by David Heimann, Pastoral Associate
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PARISH FINANCIAL INFORMATION

PRAYER INTENTIONS

We would ask you to keep the following people and intentions in your prayers. 

For the health and wellbeing of: Bea Hamilton and Hal Hamiton and for all who are recovering from the 
effects of COVID-19. 

For the repose of the souls of all the faithful departed including Katherine McCarthy, Allison and Mary (no 
last name given).

For those who have lost their jobs and businesses during our current economic crisis. 

If you would like us to keep a particular intention in the prayers of the parish, please submit your request to 
www.standrew.org/prayers You can also submit a request for the pastoral staff to light a candle in the 
church using this link. We will include your intentions in this bulletin when possible and the pastoral staff will 
personally pray for these intentions before the Blessed Sacrament. 

March, 2020 Offering

Envelopes Collection 10,256

Automated Giving 19,745

Loose Cash
1,911

Total Offertory 
31,912

Monthly Budgeted Expenses 38,500

Christmas 2019

Envelopes
24,138

Electronic
2,395

Loose
5,606

Total
32.139

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN

Enrich – Expand - Grow

Income 1,651,376

Interest on Income 23,160

Total Income 1,674,536

Consulting Operating Expense 180,000

Archdiocesan  Contribution 196,800

Church Lighting (Actual) 250,517

Church Lighting (Consultant) 10,480

Church Windows (Actual)

School Addition (Actual)

156,520

17,030

Total Expense 811,347

Balance 863,189

http://www.standrew.org/prayers
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Blessing of Easter Baskets

Even though we could not hold a public
blessing of Easter Baskets this year, 
households are invited to have blessing
in their own homes. 

The following pages of the bulletin include
a ceremony that can be done together
as a household. Bring the Easter Baskets
from your household together and 
read from the prayer service provided.

You can also download a copy of the 
prayer service from our webpage at www.standrew.org/easterbasket

Renewal of Baptismal Promises

The liturgical culmination of the season
is the Renewal of Baptismal Promises
made on Easter Sunday (or Easter Vigil).

When we are brought into the church, 
the promises of baptism define our
relationship as adopted Children of God. 

This ritual can be done at home in which
we renew these promises to the members
of our household. When we do this we
make a commitment to each other that we 
will do our best to live as Children of 
God.  If you have a candle (or baptismal candle) in your home, light it to remind yourself of 
the presence of Christ who is our one light. Then take time to read the promises below and 
say “I do” after each stanza.

Do you renounce sin, so as to live in the freedom of the children of God? RE: I do
Do you renounce the lure of evil, so that sin may have no mastery over us? RE: I do
Do you renounce Satan, the author and prince of sin? RE: I do
Do you believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth? RE: I do
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, his only son, our Lord, who was born of the virgin Mary,
suffered death and was buried, rose again from the dead and is seated at the right hand of
the Father? RE: I do
Do you believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting? RE: I do

http://www.standrew.org/easterbasket


The Blessing of Food for the First Meal of Easter

Or For an Easter Basket By a Lay Minister

Need: The food which is to be blessed may be placed on a table or held in front of those 
assembled for the blessing. 

Leader: (Signing self with the sign of the cross)
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.    R: Amen.

A) Before the Easter Vigil:

For our sake Christ became obedient, accepting even death, death on a cross. Therefore 

God raised him on high and gave him the name above all other names. Blessed be God 

for ever. R:  Blessed be God for ever.

B) On Easter Morning:

Christ is risen. Alleluia.   R: He is risen indeed. Alleluia.

Leader: 

Throughout Lent we have been preparing for the resurrection of the Lord by prayer, 

almsgiving, and fasting. Our Lenten fasting is a reminder of our hunger and thirst for 

holiness which is satisfied only by Christ who feeds and nourishes us by his word and 

sacraments. When we gather at our first meal of Easter may this food be a sign for us of 

that heavenly banquet to which the Lord calls us.

Reader:  

Some time after this, Jesus crossed to the far shore of the Sea of Galilee (that is, the Sea of 
Tiberias), and a great crowd of people followed him because they saw the signs he had 
performed by healing the sick. Then Jesus went up on a mountainside and sat down with his 
disciples. The Jewish Passover Festival was near.
When Jesus looked up and saw a great crowd coming toward him, he said to Philip, “Where 
shall we buy bread for these people to eat?” He asked this only to test him, for he already had in 
mind what he was going to do. Philip answered him, “It would take more than half a year’s 
wages to buy enough bread for each one to have a bite!” 



Another of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, spoke up, “Here is a boy with five small 
barley loaves and two small fish, but how far will they go among so many?” Jesus said, “Have 
the people sit down.” There was plenty of grass in that place, and they sat down (about five 
thousand men were there). Jesus then took the loaves, gave thanks, and distributed to those 
who were seated as much as they wanted. He did the same with the fish. When they had all had 
enough to eat, he said to his disciples, “Gather the pieces that are left over. Let nothing be 
wasted.” So they gathered them and filled twelve baskets with the pieces of the five barley 
loaves left over by those who had eaten. After the people saw the sign Jesus performed, they 
began to say, “Surely this is the Prophet who is to come into the world.”

Leader:  

God of glory, the eyes of all turn to you as we celebrate Christ's victory over sin and 

death.  Bless us and this food of our first Easter meal. May we who gather at the Lord's 

table continue to celebrate the joy of his resurrection and be admitted finally to his 

heavenly banquet.

Grant this through Christ our Lord. R: Amen.

Leader: (Signing self with a sign of the cross)   
May Christ nourish us and strengthen us in faith and love now and for ever. R: Amen.


